Unified School District

District Site Council Meeting

September 12, 2018
Present:
Kelly Gentry, Valerie Gehrer, Heather Honas, Jill Day, Rachel Tompkins, Aron Dody, Jean Johnson, Angela Harris, Anita Mahanay, Valerie Woodall, Bret Hauser, Robin Frye, Amanda Vroman, Tracie Schroeder, Christa Kraus and Kelly McDiffett  
Members

not present: 
 Marla Goeckel, Dene Kaster, Cynthia Engle, Amanda McDiffett and Marty White
Welcome:
Kelly G. opened the meeting 8:05 a.m.
Welcome to all members; introduced new members Bret Hauser, Christa Kraus, Aron Dody 
18-19 Schedule: November 14, January 30, April 10th 12:30 p.m. (yearly OVT), and May 8

Website www.usd417.net > District > District Site Council


Policy for Governing Academics


Undated Membership List (Appendix B place in Policy in binder)

Other docs on this page

Review May 9, 2018 Minutes – Approved as written

Subject Area Committee Reports:
Changes to Long Range Plan – DSC approved the changes in red and Kelly G. will make final changes and take to Board of Education in October asking for final approval. 
Overview of each Subject Areas – Each year Kelly G. gives the new teachers “USD 417 Teacher and Student Resources/Contacts and Materials.” Last year she decided she will also send this document to all staff yearly. This handout gives a break down what material is used in the classroom by grade level and subject. She also went over the handout “USD 417 Assessment Plan.” This was updated in August. 
Reverse Credit approved by BOE in June – Team of Emporia High School staff got together to figure out dual high school credits for the high school kids that were attending Flint Hills Technical College. They shared their information with us and we decided to incorporate it as well. CGHS will be sending out the letter that is in your packet to the students and parents that are attending the FHTC. By signing this agreement, they need to understand that they have to complete their chosen program in order to get the HS credit.
HS Math – identifying the issues to focus on (From “Initialing Critical Conversations”) Last May Lynnea Johnson presented to DSC information from the NCTM National Conference, from author Matt Larson. She went over the “4 Key Recommendations” from his book and NCTM recommendations:
1. Eliminate Student and Teacher Tracking – We already do this
2. All Students Need to Learn a Set of Essential Concepts – We need to continue to work on this.
3. Engaging and Empowering Math Instruction for All Students – Not worried about this, already doing this much of this
4. High Schools Should Offer Continuous Four-Year Mathematics – This was a lengthy discussion about making a required course or an option for senior year. The discussion included a math class called Financial Algebra; other courses cover Financial Literacy but some may not be counted as a math course.  Kelly G. asked the HS if they can see if adding this course to the current schedule as an elective math option is a possibility with current staffing.
Information to/From Non-School Members – Voices of the Wind People this weekend, Valerie Woodall encourages people to come watch since it is put on every two years. The Council Grove/Morris County Chamber of Commerce & Tourism is trying to decide when they will have the next Voices of the Wind due to Sante Fe Trail that will be celebrating 200 years in 2021. The National Bank on Main Street is under construction. This weekend is the Grassland Grind (bicycle race) and community garage sale. Alexandra Artworks is making progress on building. Valerie W. also discussed the increase on main street taxes making it hard for businesses to keep their doors open. More events this weekend include Flint Hills Heritage Day and yoga at the Life Center. Morris County Core Coalition (Our Children, Our Future, Our Responsibility) will have “Bucket Filling A to Z” activity this weekend along the Riverwalk. It’s a busy weekend for Morris County.
Break 9:15 a.m. Valerie Woodall left and Angela Harris arrived
Board of Education Report – Mr. Dody started his report thanking the committee members for serving on DSC and the importance of the communication that they share with their groups.
· Several Construction projects going on.

1. CGES - phase 1 roof is done and need to start on phase 2.
2. CGJSHS – Ladders are almost completed

3. Stadium parking lot – Due to the rain Riley Construction had a setback on time of completion.
4. Braves gym – Is in process. Humidity will be an issue, but we have a temporary fix but need to come up with a long-term solution.
5. PHES – New camera system. We need to get a system that all buildings can access and also give to local law enforcement.
6. CGJSHS – Intercom system is in the works

· As far as future projects – CGES Office – The current location of the office needs be to relocate to make CGES security safe. CGJSHS – Track – Needs replaced and as that is happening we would be smart to do the football field as well to save on expensive later on.

· Mr. Dody also went over the lake taxes, mill levy and redemption fund. 
· Sold some property at PHES to the City Alta Vista
· Identifying Homeless students – last year we had five this year we have identified 17 students
· It is important that everyone get out and vote.
Mr. Dody also answered some questions.
Building Communication
CGES – Second grade had Grandparents Day and that was a big turnout; we also have “grandparents” that will step in if a grandparent can’t make it. Thank you to Mika for getting Flexible seating. Happy to see more teachers using iStation. (Istation begins with the game-like ISIP (Istation Indicators of Progress) assessment that determines each student's reading and level and adjusts in length and difficulty in real-time based on student performance. The program uses assessment data to generate an individualized learning path for reading instruction.) Benchmark testing has started. Field trip for 6th grade is coming up soon and the 4th grade will be attending the Twin Lakes Water Festival. Heather Honas said at times she wonders who is in her building and who is not as far as students. She explained that it changes daily, new students will be enrolling and other students transferring out. Classes are getting big.  Patriotic Day celebration was yesterday and CGES was invited to go to the fire station. Shandi Andres has visited with students about Health and Nutrition. PTO is providing funding for Art for 3rd – 6th grades on Fridays and Bobby Alexander has been teaching that class in the new art room in the CGES Annex.
PHES – PTO is providing funding for Lindsey Hickman to teach Art. Homecoming is coming up and PHES takes that day to visit some historical landmarks in Council Grove. PH visits the Kaw Mission, Trail Days Café & Museum in the 1861 Rawlinson-Terwilliger Stone Home, Allegawahoo Heritage Park, Riverwalk park for lunch, Hospital and then they attend the homecoming parade. Second Step is going well. (Second Step is a program rooted in social-emotional learning (SEL) that helps transform schools into supportive, successful learning environment uniquely equipped to help children thrive.) Happy to have the flexible seating as well. Interactive projectors are going well, like that they can be used on a regular white board.  Valerie G shared that she witnessed kids on the playground playing Toilet Tag from Five for Life. (The FIVE FOR LIFE PROGRAM is an evidence-based, K-12 fitness and health curriculum aligned with Physical Education Standards. It is intended for use to keep kid’s active and engaged while learning about fitness and health.) Parent Math Night is planned for October.

CGJSHS – JH- Hanging in there. Lockers went smoother this year since Anita took combination locks to the 6th grade to have them practice in the spring. Lots of new kids. Kids involved in lots of sports activities and are doing well. Tracy had a JH robotics meeting and 46 kids showed interest! Math interventions are in the schedule this year. Powerclass students have been working on keyboarding when they don’t have other work to do.
SH – Mrs. Bachura’s class is using Jasperactive to understand Microsoft Office desktop applications. FBLA will go to Topeka Pilot Hockey team to learn about business management and attend a game. Check-out eTrailblazer – they have 25 kids on staff, and have more articles out there. Mrs. McIver is having Genius Hour in her classroom. Art is creating a new logo design for a local business. Congratulations to Tina Mclver, for being selected as a semifinalist for the Kansas Teacher of the Year distinction. FBLA theme nights at the ball games are fun and cute. The Senior High Musical practice has started, the Musical will be November 8th, 9th and 10th. Band and Bravettes will be going to the State Fair in Hutchinson. Robotic has started as well at the senior high. 
Next Meeting Date May 9th at 8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
