What to Expect in Fourth Grade:

“BLOCK” Classes:  Block classes are those subjects in which your child will rotate through each day, except for Tuesday – this is our Guidance and Computer Lab Day.  The blocks are Science with Mrs. Jernigan, Soc. Studies with Ms. Moran, and Technology with Mrs. Tischhauser. 

Technology (Integration of Science and Social Studies material using technology):  We will have this class in the one of the computer labs or in our classroom using laptops. We will be perfecting our keyboarding skills, learning about the parts of a computer, improving basic word processing skills, and integrating other subject areas into technology-related projects.

Language Arts:  Language Arts will be taught in your child’s homeroom and will include the subjects of Spelling and Handwriting as part of the Language Arts curriculum, not as individual subjects.  We will be writing daily in our Writing Workshop time.

Reading: Outside reading (reading at home) will be required by each  teacher and will be a part of the overall reading grade.  The amount of pages each student will need to read will be determined by each teacher and will be appropriate for the level at which the students are reading.  An additional note will come home with your child concerning individual reading requirements.  

Math:  We will be participating in the Mastering Math Facts program again this year.  This is the same program we used last year to help the kids learn their basic facts, and it has been  successful.  Math is a subject in which your students are likely to have homework in from time to time.  

Agendas:  For the first time in your student’s career, he or she will have a daily agenda to complete.  The agenda will be filled out during the school day and will include the day’s assignments, activities, and upcoming events or test announcements. Students will be asked to show their agenda to their teacher at the end of the day and they will then be required to take their agendas home each night so that parents are aware of homework assignments and other important information.  Parents will need to review the agenda with their child, help the students complete any homework they may have, then sign the agenda so their child can return it for “money” the next day (see Behavior Management below).

Behavior Management:  As a change for your student from past years, we will not have a card pulling system this year.  Instead, we will utilize a checkbook in which kids will be able to earn or lose “money” based on basic behaviors and responsibilities.  Examples are listed here (this list is partial):  

*Students will earn money by:  having their agenda signed,  showing exceptional behavior, bringing back report cards or other parent notes that must be signed, being helpful in the classroom, etc.

*Students may lose money if:  homework is incomplete or not turned in on time, agenda is lost or forgotten, homework papers don’t have name on them, desk is messy, behavior problems, etc.

Students will be able to purchase special privileges and with their checkbook earnings if they have a positive balance.  Privileges may include lunch in the classroom or courtyard, assignment pass, pick from treasure box, extra recess, etc.  If students have a negative balance in their checkbook, they will be required to walk for part or all of their recess time until the balance in their checkbook is positive again.  In some cases, students may be given a detention extreme loss of “money” or a recurring negative balance.  The child will receive a warning prior to the detention.  

“PAT” (Preferred Activity Time):  PAT points (1 minute/point) will be awarded based on the entire classes’ positive behavior.  The classes will earn/lose points during the week and will participate in PAT on Friday based on how many points they have earned throughout the week.  PAT may include extra recess, board games, free time, and other activities the students will enjoy as a reward for working together during the week.  A negative balance of PAT points will result in the classes’ loss of some of their recess time.  

Classroom Parties:  We will have several holiday parties throughout the year.  If you have signed up to help with a party, you should receive a reminder from the fourth grade room mother prior to the party. If your child would like to celebrate his/her birthday by bringing treats, please let your child’s homeroom teacher know at least one day in advance. Please refer to the student handbook concerning birthday party invitations.
Recess/Breaks:  Fourth graders have one 20 minute recess. We will take the kids outside for recess if at all possible, so be sure to check the weather forecast and have your child dress accordingly;  this may include sending snow boots/pants, mittens, hats, etc. with your child. Bathroom and drink breaks will be taken at certain times of the day and we will encourage the kids to take their breaks at these times instead of during class time.  

Grades:  Grades will be posted on a weekly basis on Powerschool.  

For more information about how to access these grades, please contact the school office.  If you have individual grading concerns, please feel free to contact me. 

Formal Testing:  At the fourth grade level KS State Assessment tests (Early Spring) are given for the subjects of Reading, Math, and Science.  More information will be coming closer to the date concerning these tests.  

What a list of things we have shared with you!  Thanks for taking the time to read through these items and please let us know if you have additional questions.   Here’s to a wonderful year together!






Thanks,







Mrs. Jernigan







Ms. Moran

Mrs. Tischhauser
Homework Guidelines for FOURTH GRADE

(School Copy)
The Fourth Grade Homework Policy:

This letter explains the homework policy for our classrooms.  Please read the policy with your child so that you understand the expectations of students and parents with regard to homework.   Following these guidelines can help decrease tension associated with homework and increase your child’s learning.

· Time and Place: For your child to be successful with homework, we recommend a special place and time to do homework each day.  An uncluttered, quiet space is beneficial to your child.  

· Homework Folder:  A folder will be designated for your child’s homework.  Please make sure this folder is checked daily and that it is kept in a safe place where it cannot be lost or destroyed.      

· Homework:  Nightly predictable homework should be expected.  These assignments will be listed in your child’s agenda. In addition to daily assignments, your child will be expected to read silently for at least 15 minutes per night.  We would also recommend that each child study for the daily Mastering Math Facts test.  Occasionally, your child may have extra homework if class work is not completed during the allotted class period.

· Agendas:  Each student will be expected to completely fill out their agenda with the assignments that are posted daily on the board in each fourth grade classroom. They will then be expected to have their agenda signed by a parent or guardian each night and return their agenda to school the following day.  We will require that lost agendas be replaced at the student’s expense.

· Grading:  We will grade each homework assignment for content and timeliness.  If your child turns in an assignment late, the score for “timeliness” will reflect the lateness.  

· Late/Missing Work:  Students who are continually turning in work late or who have missing assignments may be required to serve detention after school at the teacher’s discretion.

Please return this policy with the appropriate signatures acknowledging that you have read and discussed this policy with your child.  If you have any questions about homework expectations, please contact your child’s teacher.  

_________________________

_______________________


Parent/Guardian Signature



    Child’s Signature

*This policy will go home to with parents/guardians on Back to School Night.

Thank you,





Ms. Moran, Mrs. Jernigan, and Mrs. Tischhauser

Homework Guidelines for FOURTH GRADE

(Parent Copy – for you to keep at home)
The Fourth Grade Homework Policy:

This letter explains the homework policy for our classrooms.  Please read the policy with your child so that you understand the expectations of students and parents with regard to homework.   Following these guidelines can help decrease tension associated with homework and increase your child’s learning.

· Time and Place: For your child to be successful with homework, we recommend a special place and time to do homework each day.  An uncluttered, quiet space is beneficial to your child.  

· Homework Folder:  A folder will be designated for your child’s homework.  Please make sure this folder is checked daily and that it is kept in a safe place where it cannot be lost or destroyed.      

· Homework:  Nightly predictable homework should be expected.  These assignments will be listed in your child’s agenda. In addition to daily assignments, your child will be expected to read silently for at least 15 minutes per night.  We would also recommend that each child study for the daily Mastering Math Facts test.  Occasionally, your child may have extra homework if class work is not completed during the allotted class period.

· Agendas:  Each student will be expected to completely fill out their agenda with the assignments that are posted daily on the board in each fourth grade classroom. They will then be expected to have their agenda signed by a parent or guardian each night and return their agenda to school the following day.  We will require that lost agendas be replaced at the student’s expense.

· Grading:  We will grade each homework assignment for content and timeliness.  If your child turns in an assignment late, the score for “timeliness” will reflect the lateness.  

· Late/Missing Work:  Students who are continually turning in work late or who have missing assignments may be required to serve detention after school at the teacher’s discretion.

*A signed copy of this agreement will be kept at school.

