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Co u n c i l  Gr o v e  M i d d l e  Sc h o o l  
N ew s l e t t e r  Ð M a y  2 0 0 8  
By Sherry Edmiston, Principal 

 
 
Newsletter Hot Topics 
CGMS Activity Calendar 
FHJL Quiz Bowl Results 
Track Information 
CGMS Interscholastic Activity Code of Conduct 
Kansas Assessment for Spring 2008 
Website Information 
Eighth Grade Field Trip Information 
Professional Therapy Dog for CGMS 
Educational Acronym Glossary 
 
CGMS May 2008 Activity Calendar 
5/2/08 Ð CGMS Track @ Rock Creek Ð 3:30  
5/5/08 Ð BOE Meeting Ð 6:30  
5/6/08 Ð FHJL Track @ Lyndon Ð 11:00 
5/7/08 Ð School Delayed 2 Hours for Staff Development  
5/7/08 Ð PDC Meeting Ð 4:30 PM 
5/8/08 Ð Gr. 8 Survey Ð 8:55 (Hour 2) 
5/15/08 Ð Rehearsal ÒClass DayÓ Ð 1:00 
5/16/08 Ð Class Day Assembly Ð 9:00 @ CGHS 
5/16/08 Ð Rehearsal ÒPromotionÓ Ð 1:00 @ CGHS 
5/16/08 Ð CGMS Promotion Ð 7:30 @ CGHS 
5/18/08 Ð CGHS Graduation Ð 3:00  
5/19/08 Ð PHMS Promotion  
5/21/08 Ð CGE/MS Transition Day 
5/21/08 Ð Award Day Grades 6/7 (Tentative Date) 
5/21/08 Ð Technology Committee Ð 4:30 
5/21/08 Ð PTO Ð 5:30 
5/21/08 Ð CGE/MS Site Council Ð 7:00 
5/22/08 Ð Last Day of School (1/2-Day) 
5/22/08 Ð USD 417 Staff BBQ 
5/23/08 Ð USD 417 Teacher Workday 
 
CGMS Coaching/Activity Sponsors 2007-2008 
Cheerleading Co-Sponsors Ð  

Tommie Edmiston and Nicole Stahl 
 
Student Council Ð Teresa Disberger 
 
Track Ð Dara Fillmore Ð Head Coach 
 Ken Beck Ð Assistant Coach 
 Robert Frye Ð Assistant Coach 
 Jennie Throne Ð Assistant Coach 
 Terry Burgett Ð Assistant Coach 
 
Quiz Bowl - CGMS Quiz Bowl team members for Grade 
7 are: Mary Alsobrooks, Amy Ink, Bethany Grover, 
Lydia Grimmett, and Tyler Stone.  Grade 8 team 
members include: Neal Adams, Timothy Frese, Tony 
Hecht, Cassidy Nelson, and Hannah Vondemkamp.  
Quiz Bowl schedule includes the following competitions. 
 
FHJL Quiz Bowl Meet Results 
Championship: Gr. 8/ West Franklin; Gr. 7/ Americus 
Second Place: Gr. 8/ Osage City; Gr. 7/ Mission Valley 
Third Place: Gr. 8/ Council Grove; Gr. 7/ Chase County 

Track Athlete Reminders Students must maintain 
required academic and behavior standards when involved 
in sports or other extracurricular activities.  Parents and 
students should review Scholastic Eligibility, p 3 in the 
CGMS Student Handbook.   
 
Tips for Track Athletes 

1. Use your agenda to keep track of daily 
assignments and tests coming up. 

2. Hand-in assignments on time. 
3. Monitor grades often, if not daily, by reviewing 

Power School grades. 
4. Communicate with teachers on a regular basis.  

DonÕt assume.  Know what is going on with 
your assignments and grades. 

5. Avoid the blame game and accept personal 
ownership. Your assignments and behavior 
belong to you. 

6. When you need help in school or on the f ield 
ASK!  Talk to your coach, your teacher, or the 
principal.  We want you out for track! 

 
Code of Conduct - The following code of conduct was 
a collaborative effort of middle school coaches and 
administration.  The code of conduct, if approved by the 
board of Education this spring, will become part of our 
student handbook for 2008-2009, 
 
CGMS Interscholastic Activity Code of Conduct 
Council Grove Middle School encourages each student 
to participate in interscholastic activities, however, our 
coaches and our school hold our students to high 
standards, as each student represents his/her team as an 
ambassador for our school.  CGMS athletes and/or 
interscholastic participants are expected to ÒKnow what 
is right!Ó (Awareness), ÒCommit to what is right!Ó 
(Attitude), and ÒDo what is right!Ó (Behavior).  The 
student willÉ  

!  Display good sportsmanship at all times; 
!  Refrain from verbal abuse, physical abuse, 

harassment, and intimidation; 
!  Exercise good judgment at all times; 
!  Take pride in self, team, and school; 
!  Respect authority f igures and be a positive 

influence on others; and  
!  Commit to striving to be successful 

academically. 
 
Should a student choose behavior that negatively 
represents our school, he/she may lose one competition.  
A second offense may result in the student being 
ÒremovedÓ from the team for the rest of the season.  
Participation in athletic/interscholastic activities is a 
ÒprivilegeÓ not a Òright.Ó  Consequences will be based on 
credible reports and not necessarily by an admission of 
guilt. 
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Sportsmanship is always important and thank you to 
our sports fans for your continued support.  We 
appreciate your support and commend our fans for 
modeling outstanding sportsmanship.  We appreciate 
your continued support during the track season. 
 
State Assessment Information - State Assessments 
continued in April with Science and History/ 
Government Assessments.   
 
Dates for completing make-up testing will vary by grade 
and subject area.  Contact the classroom teacher if  there 
are questions regarding results or make-up testing.. 
 
CGMS Kansas Assessments – Spring 2008 
March 4, 5, 6:  

!  Grade 6 Reading 
!  Grade 7 Mathematics 
!  Grade 8 Reading 

March 11, 12, 13 
!  Grade 6 Mathematics 
!  Grade 7 Reading 
!  Grade 8 Mathematics 

April 22, 23 
!  Grade 6 History/Government 
!  Grade 7 Science 
!  Grade 8 History/Government   

 
CGMS Website Information - The USD 417 district 
and schools have a new website and new website 
address.  CGMS looks forward to the opportunity to 
redesign its website for our patrons.  This will take time, 
however. Presently, our new website is linked to the old 
website.  Some of the links are not working well at this 
time.  This will improve in the coming months. 
 
CGMS staff participated in website training on April 18.  
Staff have made some decisions about what information 
should be placed on the website along with who will be 
responsible for getting it done and maintaining updates.   
 
Items posted now include the newsletter, calendar, and 
bulletin information.  Additional information should be 
considered Òwork in progress.Ó Some teachers have 
begun building their own pages.  We think this is very 
exciting and hope that you will give us feedback as we 
go along.  
 
Eighth Grade Field Trip Students traveled to 
Oklahoma City on April 25.  I tinerary included the 
National Cowboy Hall of Fame/ Western Museum, 
Oklahoma City Zoo, Oklahoma City Science Center, and 
the Oklahoma City National Memorial and Museum.  
 
We would like to thank our adult sponsors for helping 
make this trip a success.  59 district students and 30 adult 
sponsors attended the trip.   
 

A special thank you goes out to Ed Bachura, Jeff Litke, 
and Rick Nichols for helping to repair a radiator problem 
on the bus on our way home.  Without their expertise, we 
would have been much more delayed in getting home.  
Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Professional Therapy Dog Ð A Professional Therapy 
Dog is walking the hallways these days and can 
sometimes be seen playing Frisbee or ball with students 
in Mrs. MahanayÕs PE class.  Laurel, a one-year old 
black Labrador retriever, was adopted by Ms. Edmiston 
in early April. 
 
Ms. Edmiston, CGMS Principal, and Mrs. Mulryan, 
USD 417 School Social Worker, are certified 
Professional Therapy Dog handlers following a training 
by C.A.R.E.S. in Concordia KS from March 31 through 
April 4. 
 
Background Information on P/T Dogs Ms. Edmiston 
learned about the benefits of professional therapy dogs in 
schools from her friend, Lisa Preisner, Northern Heights 
math teacher.  Mrs. Preisner has Oreo, a black and white 
great dane that travels to school with her each day.  She 
says that Oreo has become a friend to just about every 
high school student and staff member in the building.  
She is now training King, another great dane, as a PT 
dog.   
 
Last winter, Oreo and Mrs. Preisner, attended a USD 417 
board meeting in order to introduce the concept of 
professional therapy dogs in schools to our board 
members.  Last April, Mrs. Preisner invited Ms. 
Edmiston to attend a C.A.R.E.S. alumni reunion to learn 
how other schools incorporate PT dogs in their schools. 
 
This past winter, the board of education approved 
Professional Therapy Dog Guidelines for USD 417.  
Educators must complete the application and meet all 
guidelines and include: documentation for training, 

Tha nk  You!  
 

Ed Bachura 
Jeff Litke 

Rick Nichols 
 

For helping repair our bus on the 
way home from Oklahoma City! 

 
USD 417 Grade 8 Students/Parents 
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certification, veterinarian records, understand the safety 
guidelines for dog and students, etc. 
 
The school district supports each of these educators by 
allowing them professional leave for training.  The 
educators, however, are responsible for all training fees, 
transportation, and lodging expenses. 
 
Parents are encouraged to ask questions or share any 
concerns that they or their student(s) may have about PT 
dogs on school campuses. 
 
Research Benefits of Professional Therapy Dogs 
in Schools 

 
A principal at a Kansas elementary school has two 
therapy dogs placed in her school. She has documented a 
90% decrease in out-of- classroom time in a school for 
children who are severally emotionally disturbed. There 
has also been a signif icant increase in the ability of the 
children to recognize the need for de-escalation in their 
own behavior, which is a beginning to a future of their 
own self-control. 
 
Ice Breaker/Rapport Building: People with dogs are 
more approachable.  Petting the animal and talking to it 
opens up opportunity for engaging conversation. 
 
Behavior Control: The dog serves as a model for 
appropriate behavior.  There are opportunities to explain 
and educate students about behavior training and the 
process that the dog has gone through in order to become 
a certified therapy dog.   Self-discipline is more than just 
knowing the task.  To be good at anything you have to 
practice a skill many times.  Practice and review is 
necessary for animals just as it is for people. 
 
Character Education: Respect, Responsibility, 
Trustworthiness, Caring, Fairness, and Citizenship are 
the key components of Character Education.  These are 
also the key character traits of the therapy animal.  The 
animal serves as positive instructional model for these 
attributes.   
 
Reading Enhancement: The therapy dog is a great 
reading partner whether for one student or a small group 
of students.  The dog listens, never corrects or criticizes, 
and assists the student(s) in building confidence.  The 
dog can also be used as a motivation tool for students 
learning to read. 
 
Motivation/Reward System: Students may earn time 
with the therapy dog as a motivation tool for academics 
or good behavior. 
 
Tolerance: Dogs respond to everyone regardless of race, 
age, gender, looks, etc.  The therapy dog models 
universal acceptance Ð something we all can improve on. 
 

Encourage and Aid Speech Improvement: Students 
with speech and language disabilities can benefit from 
therapy dogs.  The immediate response of the dogs to 
verbal commands is an immediate reward for students. 
 
Hygiene: Good hygiene is just as important to the dog as 
it is to people.  Compare and contrast the animal vs. 
people when getting ready for school.  Stress the 
importance of clean teeth, clean and well-groomed coat, 
trimmed nails, and healthy diet. 
 
Teaching about Feelings: The therapy dog wears 
his/her feelings on his/her coat (not sleeve in this case) 
so-to-speak.  Students can tell when the dog is happy, 
excited, anxious, etc.  The dog can sense human feelings 
as well.  The therapy dog can be used to de-escalate 
behaviors or help students get in touch with inner 
feelings. 
 
Listening Skills:  The therapy dog illustrates the 
importance of good listening skills.  The dog needs good 
listening skills in order to respond to the handlerÕs 
commands.  And, not all listening is Òauditory.Ó  Hand 
signals are sometimes used to get the dog to do a task.  
The dog is always a good listener Ð never judgmental. 
 
Model Life-Long Learning:  Students learn that the dog 
has been in training since it was 8-weeks old.  
Professional therapy is the dogÕs career.  StudentÕs future 
career choices depend on special training and education 
over time: i.e. elementary school, middle school, high 
school, technical training or college, and continuing 
education is important in order to stay on top of a chosen 
field. 
 
Socialization Skills: Self discipline and patience is 
required when interacting with the therapy dog.  Students 
have opportunity, small group or individual situations, to 
learn or enhance these necessary social skills. 
 
Responsibility: Students gain better understanding of 
responsibility.  Responsibility is modeled and learned by 
association and practice.  Taking care of another living 
creature is a big responsibility Ð this means taking care 
of the physical and emotional elements of needs of the 
animal. 
 
Educational Acronym Glossary Professionals in 
every field use acronyms in their work each and 
everyday.  Below are some of the common 
acronyms that educators use.  If there are acronyms 
missing that you would like us to include, please 
contact us so we can include your recommendations 
in future newsletter publications. 
 
ALC Ð Alternative Learning Classroom: a USD 
417 student intervention program for students in 
grades 7-12 
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AYP Ð Adequate Yearly Progress: a No Child Left 
Behind term to describe whether or not a school has 
met the federal performance targets on state 
assessments in reading and mathematics 
 
BOE Ð Board of Education 
 
CETE Ð Center for Educational Testing and 
Evaluation: the organization that provides state 
assessment materials/website assessments, scores 
the assessments, and reports assessment results to 
the state department 
 
CTE Ð Career and Technical Education 
 
DAC Ð District Academic Council 
 
FACS Ð Family and Consumer Science: high 
school courses that used to be called home 
economics 
 
FHSEC Ð Flint Hills Special Education 
Cooperative: the organization in USD #253 that 
provides special education services for USD 417 
students 
 
GE Ð Grade Equivalency: a national assessment 
score reported on ITBS/ITED that indicates 
student/class grade level performance according to 
the grade level assessed 
 
IR Ð Interrelated Room: a name used to identify a 
classroom space for students receiving special 
education services 
 
ITBS Ð Iowa Test of Basic Skills: national 
standardized assessment given to students in grades 
1-8 each fall 
 
ITED Ð Iowa Test of Educational Development: 
national standardized assessment given to students 
in grades 9-12 each fall   
KASB Ð Kansas Association of School Boards 
 
KCA Ð Kansas Computerized Assessment: the 
name of the online state assessment tool on the 
CETE website 
 
KIDS Ð Kansas Individual Data on Students 
 
KSDE Ð Kansas State Department of Education 
 
 
 

LA Ð Language Arts: another name for integrated 
studies including literature, grammar skills, and 
writing; a term most often used at the middle school 
level  
 
LCP Ð Local Consolidated Plan 
 
LR Ð Learning Resources: a name used to identify a 
classroom space for students receiving special 
education services 
 
MHCECK Ð Mental Health Center of East Central 
Kansas 
 
NAEP Ð National Assessment of Educational 
Progress 
 
NCLB Ð No Child Left Behind: the federal law that 
mandates that students in all schools meet minimal 
performance standards in reading and mathematics 
by 2013 
 
SAC Ð Subject Area Committee: the district 
organization in charge of making curricular 
decisions in a given subject area 
 
SIOP Ð Sheltered Instruction Observational 
Protocol: a process that teachers use to maximize 
student engagement and improve student learning 
 
SIP Ð School Improvement Plan or Student 
Improvement Plan 
 
SIT Ð Student Improvement Team or School 
Improvement Team 
 
SOCS Ð Simplifi ed Online Communication 
System: the organization that houses our school 
districtÕs webpage 
 
SPED Ð Special education services 
 
VPL Ð Virtual Prescriptive Learning: an online 
computer program used for assessment preparation, 
closing skill gaps, and subject area enrichment 


